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General Meeting, March 30th
Meeting called to order: 7:48 PM.
Good turn out of 16 people.
• Membership cards are here and can be picked up in 
the workshop.
• Nell Anderson made an appearance and was intro-
duced. She will become an honourary member. An 
active 78, she has been hard to get a hold of.
• Rockhounders are here and cost $10 for 4 issues. 
Please pay/check the list with Sonya.
Committee Reports:
Sunshine – Hans Golz is in the Eagle Ridge Hospital. 
He fell. Bill will visit him and drop off a greeting 
card and his Rockhounder magazine.
Workshop – Everything is working except for the 14” 
slab saw. It is believed that the blade is bent.
- Richard has been helping with fixing the machines.
- Cecil brought up the continuing problem with the 
grinding wheels. Since the wheels are still being worn 
down in the centers, and are expensive to replace, he 
believes the culprits should pay for the replacements. 
Also, people need to clean their machines after use, 
especially the slab saw. The side table and vise should 
have the excess oil and sludge scraped off (there is a tool 
there for that purpose) and wiped off with paper towel.
Shows & Special Projects – There will be a Silver 
smithing workshop in Maple Ridge for our 
club on Saturday, April 22nd. Silver and tools will be 
included in the $75 per person fee. There is a sign-up 
sheet or contact Andrew.
- On Saturday 29th, there will be an Acid-etching on 
brass and silver workshop by the Maple Ridge Club. 
$50 per person. Ken knows more. Contact Andrew.
- Our annual show theme will be “Rock Oddities”. 
Rose has designed some posters and handouts for 
promotion. Everyone is to look at their collections for 
appropriate rocks and minerals that can be used in the 
fall display.
• Call to adjourn at 8:48 PM with wonderful cake 
brought and served by Dorothy.

   Melting ice has revealed the oldest moccasin ever 
found in Canada, dating from about AD 560 - almost 
as far back as the Roman Empire. Found in the 
southern Yukon, it probably belonged to a hunter. It 
was found in 2003 by Cody Joe, of the Champagne 
and Aishihik First Nations. He was part of a research 
team looking for artifacts on the site some 200 km 
west of Whitehorse.

   Buying a diamond can mean more than romance. It can 
also mean that you support war and human-rights abuses. 
So-called “conflict or blood diamonds” are mined in 
such African war zones as Angola and Sierra Leone, with 
the profits reportedly going to fund rebel groups.
   Want to make sure your purchase doesnʼt support 
the bad guys? Canadian diamonds are one option. The 
government guarantees that each stone has “been 
followed from the mine to jewelry store”, says 
Brendan Bell, the NWT minister for Industry, Tourism 
and Investment. People are asking specifically for 
Canadian diamonds.
   Other regions are certifying their stones. A number 
of nations signed the Kimberley Process in 2002, 
certifying that diamonds from their countries are 
conflict free. Tiffany & Co. was one of the founding 
members.

   The exquisitely preserved remains of one of the first 
creatures to crawl out of the ancient oceans have been 
uncovered in the Canadian Arctic.
   The discovery of the beast, which resembles a 
crocodile and lived in a swampy world 375 million 
years ago, is splashed on the cover of the journal 
Nature today. Scientists say the creature, named 
Tiktaalik, which means large, fresh-water fish in 
Inuktitut, gives the clearest glimpse yet of the 
evolutionary moment when fish fins transformed into 
limbs and species began to move onto land.
   A team of US fossil hunters spent four summers and 
more than US$400,000 trekking across Nunavut 
before finding the fossils.

submitted by Rose, acting secretary

Tom Spears, CanWest News Service

Angela Brunschot, Financial Post, Feb 11, 2006

Margaret Munro, CanWest News Service, April 6, 2006

by S. Harris, Science
(magazine)Sunshine

1400 Year Old Moccasin

Evolutionary Fossil Found in Arctic

“Good” Diamonds

Fossilized remains of
Tiktaalik show a crocodile-
like creature with joints in
its front arms.

photos: Ted Daeschler,
www.nature.com

The crew picks over rocks and
bones despite dismal weather.
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President: Andrew Danneffel
Vice President: Warren Edwards

Past President: Drew Rekunyk
Secretary: Shirley Edwards
Treasurer: Chandra Collett

Membership: Sonja Stubbings
Workshop: Cecil Smith,

Andrew Danneffel,
Bill McCracken,

Ken Ayres, Geoff Cameron,
Warren Edwards

Newsletter: Rose Kapp
Society Delegates:

Gary Richards (Sr.)
Drew/Diane Rekunyk (Int)

Ken Ayres (Jr)

www.lapidary.bc.ca (BC Society)
www.rockhounds.com

(Rock & Gem Magazine)
mineral.galleries.com

www.nature.com
www.gemsociety.com

Club Mailing Address:
Port Moody Rock & Gem

c/o Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle St.
Port Moody, BC  V3H 2N6

website:
www.portmoodyrockclub.com

General Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
(except June, July, Aug, Dec)

7:30 PM, Arts Centre,
St. Johns St., Port Moody

Next Meetings:
April 27, 2006
May 25, 2006

They say you only go
around once,

but with a muscle car
you can go around

two or three times.
Tim Allen

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

interesting websites

ROCK NEWS



   Pyrite is the classic "Fool's Gold". There are other 
shiny, brassy, yellow minerals, but pyrite is by far the 
most common and the most often mistaken for gold. 
Whether it is the golden look or something else, 
pyrite is a favorite among rock collectors. It can have 
a beautiful luster and interesting crystals.
   Pyrite is a polymorph of marcasite, which means 
that it has the same chemistry, FeS2, as marcasite; 
but a different structure and therefore different 
symmetry and crystal shapes. Pyrite is wrongly 
called marcasite in the jewelry trade. True marcasite 
is unsuitable for jewelry as it easily powders in air. 
   Although pyrite is common and contains a high 
percentage of iron, it has never been used as a 
significant source of iron. Iron oxides such as 
hematite and magnetite, are the primary iron ores. 
Pyrite has been mined for its sulfur content though. 
During WWII, sulfur was in demand as a strategic 
chemical and North American native sulfur mines 
were drying up. The sulfur was used in the produc-
tion of sulfuric acid, an important chemical for 
industrial purposes. Now most sulfur production 
comes from H2S gas recovered from natural gas 
wells.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
• Chemistry: FeS2, Iron Sulfide   • Class: Sulfides 
• Group: Pyrite   • Color: brassy yellow
• Luster: metallic  • Transparency: Crystals are opaque
• Crystal System is isometric; bar 3 2/m
• Crystal Habits include the cube, octahedron and 
pyritohedron (a dodecahedron with pentagonal faces) 
and crystals with combinations of these forms. Good 
interpenetration twins called iron crosses are rare. 
Found commonly in nodules. A flattened nodular 
variety called "Pyrite Suns" or "Pyrite Dollars" is 
popular in rock shops. Also massive, reniform and 
replaces other minerals and fossils forming 
pseudomorphs or copies.
• Cleavage: very indistinct  • Fracture is conchoidal.
• Hardness is 6 - 6.5  • Streak is greenish black.
• Specific Gravity is approximately 5.1+ (heavier than 
average for metallic minerals)
• Other Characteristics: Brittle, striations on cubic 
faces caused by crossing of pyritohedron with cube. 
(note - striations on cube faces also demonstrate 
pyrite's lower symmetry). Pyrite unlike gold is not 
malleable.
• Notable Occurrences include Illinois and Missouri, 
USA; Peru; Germany; Russia; Spain; and South Africa 
among many others.
• Best Field Indicators are crystal habit, hardness, 
streak, luster and brittleness.
  
references:
mineral.galleries.com
Gemstones of the World by Walter Schumann

Rock of the Month UPCOMING
EVENTS

•
ROCK SHOW

COURTENAY GEM & 
MINERAL CLUB
May 6 & 7, 2006

Annual Rock & Gem Show
Sat: 10am-5pm, Sun: 10am-4pm

Upper Native Sons Hall
 360 Cliffe Ave., Courtenay

 Adults $2.00, Children under 
12 accompanied by parent or 

guardian, free
 For more information contact: 

Janice Boyes
janboyes@telus.net

•
RENDEZVOUS

The BC Lapidary Society 
RENDEZVOUS

May 19 - 22, 2006
Heffley Creek Community 

Hall, Heffley Creek, BC
hosted by the

Thompson Valley Rock Club
 The Hall is located in Heffley 
Creek on Highway 5A only 18 
kilometers north of Kamloops
 It is a approx. a 20 minute 

drive to Motels & full service 
RV Parks. There is free dry 

camping at the hall.
 - Planned activities:

 Late Fri. afternoon & evening
- Registration and setting up 

of display cases
 Sat.- Field trips,

7:00PM - Rock Auction
 Sun.- Field trips

4:00PM - Bucket Raffle
 Sun. 6 pm - Dinner: bbq beef 

on a bun
 The Annual General Meeting of 
the BC Lapidary Society will be 

held after the dinner
Mon. morn. - Pancake breakfast
- Club members are invited to 

display their treasures and 
demonstrate their skills. If you 

require a Society case 
 Please contact Pam Lott, Tel. 

250-554-3931 
 E mail: jp62@shaw.ca

•
For more info, check Society 

web page: www.lapidary.bc.ca

submitted by workshop supervisor, Cecil Smith

Cathy Witbeck, Reader s̓ Digest, May 2004

submitted by Andrew 

   The 2006 BCLS Rock & Gem Show was themed 
"World of Crystals" and showcased some beautiful 
specimens from Frank Tierney's private collection.  
The show peaked attendance-wise early afternoon on 
Saturday.  Those visiting enjoyed the many display 
cases and 30+ dealers.
   Our club contributed three cases. Neil Schnee 
displayed his belt buckles while the club showcased 
geodes & thundereggs and ocean jasper.  The cases 
contained a large amount of fascinating information 
and attracted much attention and appreciation from 
both attendees and the society executive.  A chair was 
even placed next to our cases so visitors could sit 
down and enjoy them!

• If your tumbler starts slipping, take a file and rough 
it up on the shaft. It works.
• If you ever run over a porcupine, stop and take the 
quills out of our tires fast. If your dog gets the quills 
on his face or body, cut the tips off the quills and they 
will pull out easier.
• If you get a tick on you, just twist the tick to the 
left. He will come out.

   Chatting with my mother-in-law, I asked, “Have 
you heard this company that takes the cremated ashes 
of your loved one and then compresses the carbon 
into a diamond?”
   “Yes”, she said with a smile. “It brings a whole 
new meaning to the phrase ʻfamily jewelsʼ.”

2006 Society Show Review
ROCK NEWS

PYRITE/FOOL’S GOLD/MARCASITE

MON.
TUES.
WED.
THURS.

Lapidary
Lapidary
Faceting
Lapidary

8:30 AM - 12 noon
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
8:30 AM - 12 noon

For faceting, contact Bill McCracken at 604-469-1726

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

CECIL’S ROCK
& OUTDOOR TIPS

Flintknapping: a sleepy stone
Fortification: 1. Two twentyfications 2. A large gulp 
of good whiskey
Fossils: a teenagerʼs parents
Friend: one who can see the star in your sapphire
Garnet: what you say when a rock drops on your foot
Gentleman: a man who holds the door open for his 
wife to carry the rocks in.
Geode: a poem of G (often written in hollow verse)
Geologists: people who have their faults
Grinding Wheels: the bearing going out on your old truck
Igneous: dumb
Inclusion: unwanted third person on a date

Rock Dictionary

Diamond in the Rough

photo: Jeff Scovil, www.weinmanmuseum.org

MORE SUNSHINE
(and we need it with all this rain!)


