
   Roll up your sleeves and eat a good breakfast because 
its time again to get ready for our annual show. It sounds 
like itʼs going to be a fantastic time, with energy galore 
and fabulous displays. 
   The prizes for the Spin & Win and Rock Smash are 
completed, thanks to the ingenious idea of a 
BBQ/workshop held at the Ayres house in August. Many 
hands made light work and no one ate until all the prizes 
were completed. Good work, everyone!
   Reminders were sent out via E-mail early in September 
for volunteers, canned auction items, showcases, and 
members sales table. Contact Shirley Edwards at 
604-931-6486 before she starts hounding you.
   And please remember to bring your “oddities” to the 
next meeting so I can get them ready for the theme show-
case. The weirder the better. If you have any questions, 
phone me at 604-941-3023 or E-mail: roszay@shaw.ca.
   Another event that will be happening during October is 
the Port Moody Library, "Wearable Art" display that will be 
taking place from October 1 to 31. This display does overlap 
with our Rock and Gem Show but will serve as a way to 
promote our show.  In addition to the work weʼll display, 
we'll also post a sign with our show's info. If you wish to 
display some of your rock jewellery, contact Andrew.
   Itʼs that time of the year again; membership fees for 
Sept.ʻ06-Aug.ʻ07 are now due.  Please drop off your 
membership fee at our upcoming general meeting this 
Sept.28th, or mail a cheque made out to the Port Moody 
Rock and Gem Club to our mailing address (see side 
panel). Fees are $20.00 per individual or $35.00 per 
family with exception to honorary life members, who are 
not required to pay a membership fee.
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   A somewhat plain black 
stone, obsidian doesnʼt 

seem to be much. But as 
rockhounds and geologists 

know, sometimes the most 
understated stones hold the most 

fascinating stories.
   Obsidian is also known as volcanic glass. It has been 
used as a cutting tool since the Stone Age, but modern 
versions of obsidian scalpels are still being manufac-
tured using the ancient pressure flaking process.
   Lee A. Green, associate professor of family practice 
at the Medical Center, uses obsidian knives for 
removing moles and repairing torn earlobes. The 
blades are also used in cardiac surgery, as well-crafted 
obsidian blade edges can reach veritable molecular 
thinness. It produces a cleaner cut and less tissue 
trauma, which translates to faster healing and less 
scar tissue.
   Green says he first learned of the knives in a brief 
article carried by Scientific American a few years ago 
and has wanted a set ever since. Each knife can be 
used from 10 to 20 times before being discarded, 
Green says. He keeps his blades in a cold sterilizing 
solution to preserve their sharpness.
   Green says that he knows of no other surgeons in 
the area who use the same blades, but that there are 
now a few dozen nationally who use the Stone Age 
technology for surgery in cosmetically sensitive areas.
   Gem quality obsidian comes in a multitude of 
colours - not just black. Consider mahogany, red, 
flame, midnight lace, jet black, pumpkin, brown, 
rainbow, gold sheen, silver sheen, green, lizard skin, 
snowflake and more. Each beautiful and mysterious. 
Any child who has held an Apache Tear and finds out 
its legend, never forgets it and passes the story down 
to friends and their own kids in time.
   My father has always been fascinated with rainbow 
and peacock obsidian and produced dozens of 
polished specimens, trying to bring out the beauty of 
the “northern lights” frozen within the black volcanic 
stone. I love the magic of midnight lace with its 
stripes of opaque and transparent material. 
   The more one discovers obsidian, the more there is 
to learn and love about this glass from the furnaces of 
the earth.

Rose Kapp, editor

Rose Kapp, editor
references: The University Record, Sept. 10, 1997
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obsidian
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Ken Ayres, Geoff Cameron,
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www.lapidary.bc.ca (BC Society)
www.rockhounds.com

(Rock & Gem Magazine)
mineral.galleries.com
www.gemsociety.com

Club Mailing Address:
Port Moody Rock & Gem

c/o Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle St.
Port Moody, BC  V3H 2N6

website:
www.portmoodyrockclub.com

General Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
(except June, July, Aug, Dec)

7:30 PM, Arts Centre,
St. Johns St., Port Moody

Next Meetings:
September 28, 2006

October 26, 2006

The difference between
a helping hand and

an outstretched palm
is a twist of the wrist.

- Laurence Learner

interesting websites

Rock of the Month

OBSIDIANOBSIDIAN
ROCK NEWS

The Port Moody Rock & Gem Club
presents the 2006 Annual Show:

Saturday & Sunday • October 28 & 29, 2006 • 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Kyle Centre • 125 Kyle Street • behind the Arts Centre • Port Moody
rock displays, dealers, demonstrations, silent auction, kids crafts corner
workshop, fabulous food, members sales table, hourly door prizes, spin & win 

"Great displays"
- attendee

"Over 850 visitors
for the 2005 Show"
- PMR&G newsletter

"The kids loved it!"
- happy parent

"I was so impressed,
I joined your club"

- new member

"Very informative"
- visitor

for more information, check out: www.portmoodyrockclub.com



UPCOMING
EVENTS

•
September 23 & 24, 2006
Surrey Rockhound Club 

ANNUAL SHOW
Saturday & Sunday 

10am-5:00pm
Sullivan Hall, 6306-152 St., 

Surrey, BC
 For more information contact: 

Alice Clarke: 
ag_clarke@shaw.ca

 or go to the club web page: 
www.surreyrockhound.com

•
Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, 2006

Fraser Valley Rock & Gem 
Club ANNUAL SHOW

Saturday & Sunday 
10am-5:00pm

Old Age Pensioners Hall
 3015-273 St., Aldergrove, BC
 For more information contact: 

Krista Jones: 
k_jones@shaw.ca

•
October 21 & 22, 2006

Richmond Gem & Mineral 
Club ANNUAL GEM SHOW
Sat. 10-4:30, Sun. 10-4

Richmond Cultural Centre
 7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond, BC

 Admission by donation
 For more information contact: 

Donnamae Chionis:
rocklady@shaw.ca

•
Sunday, September 24 

MacAbee Fossils FIELD TRIP 
This is a fee-dig for fossils in a 
hard clay (see article, summer 

edition or society website). 
Location between Cache Creek 

and Savona. Meeting place: 
Husky Parking lot in Cache 

Creek at 10:00AM.
 Gord Pinder: 604-870-4779

•
For more info, check Society 

web page: www.lapidary.bc.ca
•

US wagon master trips are 
listed at: 

www.mineralcouncil.org

GIA Trade Alert Warns About Color 
change in Gems

  The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) has 
issued a trade alert, warning that irradiation processes 
being used by the U.S. Postal Service to eradicate 
anthrax spores and other biological agents in the mail 
may affect the appearance of certain gemstones.
  According to the GIA research team, the irradiation 
system generates a type of ionizing radiation that is 
often used intentionally to change the color of some 
gemstones. Using data supplied by SureBeam, GIA 
subjected 16 different gem materials to doses of 
irradiation that are similar  to those being used by the 
Postal Service. The researchers added to the group a 
14-karat yellow gold ring, to reassure the industry that 
gold jewellery would not retain any residual 
radioactivity from this process. The  samples were 
packaged in the same manner that GIA routinely uses to 
ship gems from its Gem Trade Laboratory. Because 
gemstones are often shipped through the mail more than 
once, some samples were scanned just once, another 
scanned twice, and the third scanned four times.
  After they retrieved the packages, all of the gems  
other than diamond showed a dramatic change in color. 
Among the gemstones that showed a color change were 
kunzite, morganite, saltwater and  freshwater cultured 
pearls, quartz, sapphire, tourmaline and zircon.
  The U.S. post office is currently scanning only a small 
portion of the mail and only letters and flat envelopes. 
According to John Dunlap, head of the USPS 
department that is overseeing mail sanitization 
operations, “Probably nothing will be done to packages 
that are sent registered or certified (the preferred 
method for the jewellery industry), since we now 
require information from the sender.”
  GIA also contacted the U.S. Customs Service, Brinks, 
Malca Amit, UPS, and FedEx to see if they were 
currently using sanitization procedures or had plans to 
do so. They all stated that no irradiation procedures 
were being used or were planned at this time.  

Cleaning Sterling Silver
• Sterling silver tarnishes from the interaction of silver 
and sulfides in the air. First the tarnish will take on a 
golden hue and eventually, it will turn the piece black.  
This is a natural process. Higher sulfide levels are 
associated with humidity and/or air pollution.
• Sterling silver will polish up by rubbing or buffing 
with a soft cotton cloth. A chemically treated cloth, like 
a Sunshine Cloth, makes the job a lot easier and faster. 
• Sterling silver dips are fast and easy. However, be  
careful! Many dips will take the color and polish off 
many gemstones. When using a dip, if you leave the 
piece in too long or don't  rinse it well enough with 
fresh water, white residues will be left on the piece 
when it dries which is difficult to rub or pick off. 
Dip the piece quickly in and out. Immediately rinse in 
clean water. Dry, then buff with a soft cotton cloth. 
Buffing brings out more of the shine, helps take off any 
residue and with a Sunshine Cloth, leaves a bit of a 
protective anti-tarnish coating on the piece. When using 
a dip, it is better to do an in-and-out dip, then rinse and  
dry, then another quick in-and-out-dip, then rinse and 
dry, than to leave the piece in the solution for a long 
time. Any dip, however is a last resort. 
• Tarnish Shield, or similar lacquer shield, will keep the 
piece of jewelry shiny until the tarnish wears off. LOTS 
of caution here. Pieces that have been lacquered don't 
age well. In spots where the lacquer has loosened from 
the sterling, but not  worn off, the silver will tarnish, but 
you won't be able to buff it. If you use a dip to clean a 
piece that has a tarnish shield, often the dip will get 
under parts of the lacquer, leaving a residue. If the piece 
is a chain, or a filigree, the lacquer will form a film 
within the openings and cracks. This obviously makes 
the piece ugly.

Cleaning Gemstone Jewelry 
• When cleaning gemstone beads or cabochons, 
immerse them in warm soapy water, and scrub gently 
with a soft brush. Then rinse them and lay them on  a 
soft towel to dry. 
• Ultrasonic cleaners only work with hard crystalline 
stones like amethyst; for most gemstones, however, 
we'd suggest avoiding ultrasonic cleaners. The big trick 
is cleaning sterling silver jewelry that has gemstones 
within the piece. Sunshine cloths are OK because the 
chemicals won't hurt the stones. 
• Silver dips should be avoided, however, except with 
crystalline stones like amethyst. Black onyx, malachite, 
lapis and the like do not  survive long when cleaned 
with dips. A lot of their shine comes from an oily polish 
which is dissolved by the dips. NOTE: Sometimes you 
can restore that oily polished look on gemstones by 
rubbing  them with black shoe wax.]

ROCK NEWS

Get ready to make a wish!

MON.
TUES.
WED.
THURS.

Lapidary
Lapidary
Faceting
Lapidary

8:30 AM - 12 noon
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 8:45 PM

For faceting, contact Bill McCracken at 604-469-1726

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

SunshineSunshine

WORKSHOP TIPS

Courtesy 'Gem & Jewellery Information Centre', 
www.gempulse.com

http://www.landofodds.com/index.htm


