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   Few people have ever heard of them, but the 
McAbee fossil beds near Cache Creek, BC, house one 
of the largest troves of Eocene-age fossils in western 
North America. The visually stunning 400 metre 
outcropping on Crown land, set on a hillside under a 
wall of twisted hoodoos, is rife with prehistoric plants, 
insects and fish, but birds have also been unearthed. 
Four hour tours run May to October: $20, adults; $10, 
kids; $50, family of four - including hammers, 
goggles, hard hats and goodie bags. For more info, 
phone 250-374-7164 or web: www.dll-fossils.com.

   The hobby of beading is gaining in popularity and a 
new supplier is always welcome, especially when it is 
right here in Port Moody. S&S studio is right on St. 
Johns Street in the Sonrisa Building. Inside the tidy 
shop are beading supplies including semi-precious 
stone beads, Swarovski crystals, tools, books, 
findings in 14kt gold-fill, silver and pewter, cords and 
display items.
   The Tan family are friendly and helpful. Suat Tan 
designs all the finished jewelry that is on display. In 
the fall, the owners are planning design courses 
teaching jewelry beading and wire wrapping.

  Chyrsocolla is perhaps more appropriately a 
mineraloid than a true mineral. Pure chrysocolla is 
soft and fragile (MOHs of 2 to 4) and therefore 
not appropriate for use in jewelry. However, 
chrysocolla often is "agatized" in chalcedony 
quartz and it is the quartz that provides the stone 
with its polish and durability. Druzy Chrysocolla 
is a rock composed of agatized chysocolla with a 
crust of small sparkling quartz crystals in small 
cavities. A skilled craftsman, if able to polish a 
specimen that accentuates the colored swirles of 
chrysocolla and sparkles of the druzy quartz, can 
produce a lovely and valuable piece of jewelry. 
Occasionally, chrysocolla can have a turquoise 
color and be used as a fraudulent substitute for the 
more precious stone.
 Pure chrysocolla is fragile and tends to break 
.easily, especially after undergoing what is 
frequently called spontaneous dehydration, when 
exposed to the atmosphere.  Although much 
chrysocolla is marketed as "stabilized,"  nothing 
is recorded about the "stabilization" process used 
other than a few cryptic remarks about 
suggesting the use of epoxy resin . 
   Some chrysocolla-colored chalcedony under-
goes repeatable changes when soaked in water, 
dried, etc., or even with changes in humidity - 
i.e., its blue color becomes more intense; it 
appears to become less opaque;  and, as one 
might suspect, it takes on weight, attributable to 
the absorbed water.  

see Upcoming Events,
back page for field trip information
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New Shop in Town

S&S Studio
7-3130 St. Johns Street

Port Moody
T: 604-469-3327

info@ssstudio.org

COLOR, OCCURRENCE, MOST POPULAR
   The color is a unique green-blue but can vary widely 
from more blue to more green, often in the same specimen, 
with a luster that is earthy to dull or vitreous and waxy.
   Notable occurrences include Arizona, Utah, New Mexico 
and Pennsylvania, USA; Israel; Zaire, England, Chile and 
Peru. This gemrock was "voted the most popular 
American gem by lapidaries" during the 1950s.

OTHER NAMES 
• Azurlite • Blue chrysoprase • Chrysojasper • Chryso-
colla quartz • Copper malachite • Demidovite • Druzy 
chrysocolla • Eilat (Elat, Eliat, Ellat, Elath) stone (from 
the so-called copper "Mines of King Solomon" near the 
Gulf of Aqaba, near the northwestern end of the Red Sea.  
A similar rock from Peru has apparently also been 
marketed as Eilat stone, and in the past, some Eilat stone 
has been described (and marketed?!?) as impure 
turquoise.) • Gem silica chrysocolla • Keystoneite • 
Siliceous malachite.

references: www.galleries.com
www.cst.cmich.edu/users/dietr1rv/chrysocolla
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Club Mailing Address:
Port Moody Rock & Gem

c/o Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle St.
Port Moody, BC  V3H 2N6

website:
www.portmoodyrockclub.com

General Meetings:
Last Thursday of each month
(except June, July, Aug, Dec)

7:30 PM, Arts Centre,
St. Johns St., Port Moody

Next Meetings:
Pot Luck Dinner, June 28, 2006

September 28, 2006

Wisdom comes
with age,

but sometimes
age comes alone.

interesting websites

Rock of the Month

CHRYOSOCOLLA

ROCK NEWS



UPCOMING
EVENTS

•
Saturday, June 10 

 Rock sale, Lee’s Jade & Opals 
and Ferguson’s Rock’s & 

Grits. Meeting place: south 
side of freeway, 232nd St. exit 

in Langley. Bob Morgan: 
604-534-7161

•
Sunday, June 11

11 AM - 3 PM Rain or Shine 
  Donnamae Chionis 

(Rockabout Gems) surplus rock 
sale, 3.00 per lb. Location: 

11600 Sealord Rd, Richmond, 
near #5 Road between 

Steveston Highway & Williams.
•

June 28 - July 2
Pow-Wow, Madras Oregon

Jefferson County Fairgrounds
Field trips, dealers and 
evening entertainment.

  event. Richardson’s Ranch is 
just a few miles out of town!

•
Sunday, July 16

NorthAir Mine, Squamish
Pyrites + chalcopyrites. Bring 
rock hammer, snacks + drink.
 Gord Pinder: 604-870-4779

 Meeting spot: Brittania Mines 
Parking lot at 10:00AM.

•
Sun, July 30, Keystone Mine
 Crystals, pyrites, + sulfides. 
Bring rock hammer, shovel, 

gem scoop, snack and 
beverages. Cars okay. 

Gathering place: 10 AM, 
parking lot at the bathroom 
building, Hope side of Toll 

Booth. Bob Morgan (604- 534- 
7161) & De Singleton (604- 

599- 6938). 
•

August, (no date set yet) 
MacAbee Fossils 

This is a fee-dig for Fossils in 
a hard clay (see article, front 

page). Location between Cache 
Creek and Savona. Meeting 
place: Husky Parking lot in 
Cache Creek at 10:00AM.
 Gord Pinder will confirm 

additional details.
•

For more info, check Society 
web page: www.lapidary.bc.ca

submitted by workshop supervisor, Cecil Smith

secretary, Shirley Edwards

• When you decide to take a trip, take plenty of extra 
food, water, blankets and clothes. Donʼt forget your 
hiking shoes.
• Watch for flash floods, especially in arid areas in 
Southern Alberta, BC, Idaho, Washington + Oregon.
• In Eastern Washington and Oregon, it gets very cold 
at night, even in the summer.
• When you go out in the back country, be sure you 
can get back out.

Executive Meeting, May 18th, 2006
Meeting called to order: 7:30 PM.
- Discussed selling and lending out of club 
equipment.
- Trim saw with burnt-out motor can be sold with 
motor not mounted. Price is $50 reserve. There will 
be closed bids with a box in the work shop.
- Wednesday nights there will be faceting and wire 
wrapping for the month of June.

General Meeting, May 23th, 2006
- Pot Luck Dinner to be Wednesday, June 28th from 
5:30 to 8:30 PM at the Kyle Centre. Supper will start 
at 6:30. Bring a favourite dish to share (see notice).
-As per the Executive meeting, the trim saw will be 
sold in closed bid with reserve to be at $50. Bidding 
box to be in workshop. Bids will be opened at Pot 
Luck Dinner.
- The club to purchase silver smithing equipment, 
starting with a few beginners things. More to come 
as needed.
- Our annual show is starting to get some progress. 
Work shop for prizes is to be held Thursday, June 
15th at 7:00PM at the Kyle Centre.
- We are starting to look for volunteers for the show. 
Sign up sheet in the workshop.
- Regular work shop will be run all summer.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Just what we need - mass transit!

MON.
TUES.
WED.
THURS.

Lapidary
Lapidary
Faceting
Lapidary

8:30 AM - 12 noon
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 8:45 PM

For faceting, contact Bill McCracken at 604-469-1726

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

CECIL’S ROCK
& OUTDOOR TIPS

Sunshine S.Harris, Science (magazine)

   On June 7th, 14th, and 21st as part of our expanded 
Wednesday evening sessions, Shirley Edwards will be 
available to teach the basics of wire wrapping starting 
at 7:00 PM.  If you are interested in learning wire 
wrapping we ask you attend these three evening 
workshops.  
   You will need the following pieces of equipment to 
participate in the wire wrapping workshop:
- #20 Craft Wire, Wire Cutters, Needle Nose Pliers, 
Round Nose Pliers, cabochon or two to wrap.
   If you do not already have this equipment you may 
purchase it at Mountain Gems in Burnaby. Remember 
to disclose you're a member of our club to take 
advantage of discounts.  If you have any questions, 
you may contact Shirley at 604-931-6986.
   After June 21st wire wrapping will still take place 
on Wednesday nights, but will be less structured and 
focus more on group learning.

   On Thursday June 15th we will be holding a special 
show workshop at Kyle Centre. The workshop will 
begin around 7:30 PM and will be focused on making 
prizes for the spin & win.
   Prizes are typically critters and inuksuks made from 
polished stone (supplied). We have a lot of fun during 
these workshops - maybe itʼs the glue gun fumes or 
the wild stories bantered about.

Wire Wrapping Workshop

Critter Workshop

   Our annual Summer Potluck Supper will be taking 
place Wednesday June 28th at 6:30 PM at Kyle Centre 
in Port Moody.
   Remember to bring:
Something delicious to share (main course, salad, 
dessert, etc), your family, dishes, cutlery, mug/cups
Coffee, tea, pop, and juice will be provided.
   In addition to the supper we will also be holding a 
complimentary prize draw and Round Two of our 
Crossword Challenge. Study your rock and mineral 
books, participate in the workshops and get to know 
your fellow club members to have a chance at taking 
bragging rights from our current crossword champion, 
Rose Kapp. 
   The Wednesday night Faceting / Wire Wrapping / 
Silver Smithing session will be cancelled on the 28th 
to make room for the Potluck Supper.

Summer
Pot Luck
Dinner!

Summer
Pot Luck
Dinner!

CLUB NEWS


