
Why are people known as rockhounds so obsessed 
with stones? And, really, what is so interesting about 
these cold, hard objects that leads to all sorts of bi-
zarre activities? It’s all a mystery to most people.

But to those involved, the lapidary world is excit-
ing, creative and diverse. Here are a number of rock-
related persuasions.

Rockhunting is a wonderful way to discover 
nature, geology, and to get a yard full of rocks. The 
idea is that you go on a field trip with experienced 
rockhounds that know where and what to look for 
and before you know it, you’re lugging heavy loads 
uphill through mud. You’ll work harder than you ever 
have and actually enjoy it. You’ll make friends and 
have bragging rights when you display that fabulous 
crystal you unearthed with your own hands. 

Tumbling is how many people start on that slip-
pery slope to becoming a rockhound. An inexpensive 
tumbler is purchased for a child, who quickly loses 
interest because of the length of time it takes to turn 
plain pebbles into shiny gems. If someone in the 
family has the patience, they will escalate further into  
this engaging hobby.

Cutting & Polishing, sometimes known as 
slabbing and cabbing, is the skill of grinding down a 
rough stone until it becomes a thing of beauty while 
you lose your manicure. At the Port Moody rock 
workshop, you’ll find out it is Show & Tell every 
session with lots of advice on how to do it better 
next time. You’ll also learn what ‘staying out of the 
middle of the grinding wheel’ means.

Faceting, shaping your gem with angles, is 
similar, except that the mistakes are more expensive. 
Bragging is mandatory.

Jewellery Design & Creation. This is 
where your inner Tiffany is released. And what 
everyone you know will be given as Christmas and 
birthday gifts. You will graduate from inexpensive 
pre-made settings, to learning how to wire wrap, 
bead, silversmith and otherwise find new ways to 
string a rock around your neck.

Soapstone Carving Some people discover 
they want to express themselves on a larger scale 
than jewellery. And make a bigger mess. While soap-
stone is the easiest stone to sculpt, is creates a fine 
powder that will be discovered everywhere, making 

you look artistic or just plain dusty.
Collecting Mineral Specimens is a won-

derful way to discover how little money you actu-
ally have. Checking rock shops and gem & mineral 
shows everywhere you travel will make you realize 
how amazing Mother Nature is. Just as you think 
you’ve found the perfect specimen, another more 
lovely piece is there in front of you tempting your 
pocketbook.

Earth Sciences or Geosciences If you catch 
the bug early, you might want to make a career out 
of being a rockhound. Except you will call yourself 
a geologist. Other grand sounding subdisciplines are 
mineralogy and petrology, geochemistry, geomor-
phology, paleontology, stratigraphy, engineering geol-
ogy and sedimentology. If you or someone you know 
is very interested, the Lapidary Society actually has a 
scholarship program. Just call us pebble-pushers.

While you are investigating this unique hobby, you 
will discover that there are many of us around the 
world. The traits you will find that most of us have 
include being talkative, friendly, inquisitive, involved 
and prone to laughter. We don’t take ourselves too 
seriously and we love to share our knowledge. Rocks 
may be hard, but rockhounds are soft hearted.

Oct/Nov 2007
Editor: Rose Kapp (roszay@shaw.ca)

website:
www.portmoodyrockclub.com

President: Andrew Danneffel
Vice President: Warren Edwards

Past President: Drew Rekunyk
Secretary: Shirley Edwards

Treasurer: Al Strome
Membership: Sonja Stubbings
Workshop: Andrew Danneffel,

Bill McCracken, Geoff Cameron, 
Shirley & Warren Edwards

Newsletter: Rose Kapp
Society Delegates: 
Gary Richards (Sr.)

Drew/Diane Rekunyk (Int.)
Ken Ayres (Jr.)

General Meetings: 
Last Thursday of each month

(except July, Aug, Dec)
7:30 PM, Arts Centre,

St. Johns St., Port Moody

Next Meetings: 
Oct. 25, 7:30, Arts Centre
Nov. 29, 7:30, Arts Centre  

BC Society Website: 
www.lapidary.bc.ca

Never be afraid to 
laugh at yourself. 

After all, you 
could be missing 
out on the joke of 

the century.
Dame Edna Everage

Sunshine
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General Meeting, Thursday, Sept.20, 2007 
• Precious Metal Clay was at Lisa & Tom’s place. Reports from those who 
attended were positive. Would like a show & tell next meeting.
• Memberships are due. (see next page) • The club now has informational 
post cards to hand to people who might be interested in the club.• Good 
geology program on CBC Nature of Things on Thurs & Sun.
• Our treasurer is in the hospital. • Website is getting plenty of visits.
• Magazines from our library that are over 20 years old will be available for 
sale at the rock show. • Rocks on wood in the workshop not labeled with 
owner’s name will be donated to the club after 30 days. • Warren, Geoff or 
Tom will be showing people how to use the flat lap before they can use it.
Show News: • Still looking for items for the canned auction as well as vol-
unteers. • Also, donations of baking (no nuts) for the concession. • We have 
purchased new blue skirts for the display cases. Should look spiffy. • Rose 
is looking for brightly coloured rocks for the theme displays ASAP.
• Library display to be done by October 1.
• Bill and Les received gifts from the club for their years of service as 
supervisors.

Meeting Highlights

submitted by Shirley

Rock News

   Our annual show looks like it’s going to be a fabulous event. If you 
still haven’t placed your name down for volunteering, Shirley, our 
show chair will gladly help you out. She loves last minute help.
   Demonstrators are still welcome. Show off your talents in the center 
stage. Contact Shirley or Andrew.
   Don’t forget to contribute a sweet treat for the concession. (no nuts)
   Showcases will be put together on Thursday 8:30 - noon. On Friday, 
we will be setting up whatever show rooms we can. Come out and 
help. Don’t leave it to just a couple of people. Plus, its fun.
   If you want to sell your wares, contact Shirley for table space. There are 
a number of conditions for both commercial dealers and hobbyists. The 
sooner you let her know, the greater the chance you’ll get your space.
   Are you a know-it-all? We are always looking for new ideas and 
better ways to do this event. Remember, it benefits us all, creates fel-
lowship, educates and entertains the public and helps sustain the club 
monetarily.
   Time to roll up your sleeves and help create a fabulous show! 

   On Saturday October 6th, 2007, we attended 
the Intergem 2007 show in Idar-Oberstein, 
Germany.  The show featured approximately 
150 dealers – mostly from Germany and other 
parts of Europe.  The focus of this show was 
professionally faceted gemstones and jewel-
lery.  In addition to gemstones, beads and 
beading supplies were also heavily featured. 
    The most popular lapidary stones being 
sold in jewellery included labradorite, crystal 
druzies (cobalt calcite, uvarovite garnet) Aus-
tralian opals, pink opal from Peru and lapis 
lazuli from Afghanistan.  There were also a 

fair number of amber pieces on display.
    The show was most certainly structured as 
“high class” – the rather complex registration 
tables and entry fee (16 Euros per person) 
suggested this upon entry.  Dealers were very 
well dressed.  The prices were significant and 
also indicative of this philosophy.  If you are 
a jeweller or faceter this show is a must see 
– you will be dazzled by the rarity, cuts, and 
colors of the gems and enjoy talking to the 
artisans or possibly purchasing some high 
quality rough material for working on your 
own.  If however you are a lapidary artist 

looking for slabs and other rough stones for 
cutting cabochons, you’ll have better luck at 
the British Columbia Lapidary Society’s Ab-
botsford show in April. 
    The streets of Idar-Oberstein are also a 
must see. You will be amazed to find street 
after street of jewellery and rock shops.  The 
town also features an ancient castle and a 
church built into the mountainside.  While the 
agate mine in Idar-Oberstein that once gave 
the town its name is now abandoned, one 
can still find a variety of agates in the region. 
Andrew Danneffel and Tanya Hazzard report

Idar-Oberstein, germany

Annual Show Coming Up Fast!



•
RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL 

CLUB Annual Gem Show
 October 20 & 21, 2007

Saturday 10am - 4:30pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm 

 Richmond Cultural Centre
 7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond 

 Displays, Dealers, Demon-
strators,

 For more information contact 
Linda Boyce 604-271-7676
 or E mail: Eric Kemp: kem-

pie43@hotmail.com
•

EXPLORATION
 Adam Villalbazo from the 

Surrey club is  willing to go 
on exploratory trips. Adam is 
trying to set up a Sat./Sun. 

overnighter trip in the Lillooet 
area and one later in the Ver-
non area “when the weather 

is perfect for camping”. If you 
are interested joining Adam 
on any of these trips phone 
Adam at 604-599-5495 or 
Email: rckhound@telus.net

•
For more information, check 

the society web site:
www.lapidary.bc.ca/gemshow

Workshop Schedule

MON
TUES
WED
THURS

Lapidary
Lapidary
Faceting
Lapidary

8:30 AM - 12 noon
7:00 PM - 9:45 PM
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
8:30 AM - 12 noon

For faceting, contact Bill 
McCracken at 604-469-1726

Goody Schedule
After every general meeting there 
is a round of treats and coffee. 
Here’s a reminder who’s next on 
the list of supplying goodies. 

October
November

2008
January

February
March
April
May

• Lynne
• Lisa & Tom

• Rose

• Harold Lindsay

• Sonja

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Club Notices
Wearable Art Display in Library 

Our club has the main showcase in the Port Moody li-
brary for the month of October. A number of members 
have a diverse selection of jewelry on display includ-
ing faceted stones, beadwork and cabochon jewellery.

Membership Time
It’s time to pay your annual fees. The fee year is from 
Sept. 1st - Aug. 31st. Members can pay at the Oct. meet-
ing, annual show or you can send a cheque to the Port 
Moody Rock & Gem Club at our address (which can be 
found on our website). And such a bargain! The fees for 
this year are $20/individual membership and $35/family. 
If you have moved in the past year, please let me know 
so that I can change it on the membership list.     Sonja

Cabochon Tournament
This year we are collecting and marking the cabochons 
in advance and displaying them at the show.  Our 
judges for this year are Rob Giesbrecht, President of 
the BC Faceter’s Guild, and Elmer Clark, a long-time 
member of the Surrey Club and the BC Lapidary Soci-
ety. It’s a great way to receive expert feedback on your 
work and have an opportunity to receive an award! 

Ancient Wisdom About Opal Flash
There is in them a softer fire than the ruby, there is the 
brilliant purple of the amethyst, and the sea green of 
the emerald - all shining together in incredible union.  
Some by their splendor rival the colors of the painters, 
others the flame of burning sulphur or of fire quick-
ened by oil.                                  Pliny, about the opal

   Colour is among the most powerful element of design 
and probably the most subjective. People have their 
own associations with colour, but there are conscious 
and subconscious social and cultural connotations, too. 
In fact, every colour has its own set of emotional and 
physiological connections.
   The same applies to gem and mineral colour. You are 
either attracted to a certain stone or you are not and a 
great deal of it has to do with colour. I remember being 
drawn to a hunk of fluorite that was a wonderful shade 
of blue, especially when light shone through it. I just had 
to buy it and place it in my window. I still have and ad-
mire it. I have discovered that blue is a peaceful colour 
and causes the body to calm down. Maybe that was what 
I needed during a hectic time of my life, my 20’s.
   Whether because of a helpful, healing reason, or just 
because you like the hue, certain colours and certain 
stones will draw you towards them. Here’s a list of 
what happens to your body when you take in certain 
colours and some thoughts on wearing coloured stones.
Red: Stimulates heart rate, breathing and appetite. 
Jewelry with red stones will enhance the wearer’s 
energy, strength and courage.
Orange: Appetite stimulant, orange rooms get people 
thinking and talking. Orange stones will command 
attention since it is the color of creativity and sexuality. 
Orange denotes energy and general attraction, promotes 
ideas and stimulates mental energy. It is flamboyant, 
energetic, enthusiastic and warming.

Yellow: First colour the human eye 
notices, speeds metabolism, can en-
hance concentration. Wearing yellow 
enhances one’s wisdom, clarity, and 
self-esteem. Yellow is seen as a cheer-
ful color and wearing a pendant, ring 
or earrings with yellow gemstones 
can help brighten the day making 
the wearer feel more optimistic and 
confident.
Green: Easiest colour on the eyes; 
can improve vision, said to aid diges-
tion and reduce stomach aches. Green 
gemstones will cool, soothe, and calm 
us, both physically and mentally.
Blue: Causes the body to produce 
calming chemicals, suppresses hunger. 
Blue stones will enhance your inde-
pendence, soothe emotional condi-
tions and promote truth, devotion and 
sincerity. Wearing only blue can make 
one tired and depressed.
Purple: Too much purple is said to 
promote moodiness. Purple gemstones 
will strengthen a person’s generosity 
while inspiring creativity and inner 
strength. Purple also enhances artistic 
talents and wisdom.
researched by Rose Kapp
- www.bernardine.com
- Dynamic Graphics, Oct/Nov 2004


