
Welcome to the new design and direction 
for the Port Moody Rock and Gem Club 
Newsletter. Over the 10+ years I’ve been 
putting this paper out, the club has grown 
and so should its accompanying publication. 
The club and the BC Society have great in-
formative web sites where field trips, shows, 
special events and links are readily available 
and updated constantly. The club sends out 
email blasts letting you know when the next 
meeting is and other pertinent information. 
Even the meeting minutes are available.

So rather than repeat what is already 
available, the newsletter will now bring you 
interesting stories about club and lapidary 
news, geological items and anything else 
in the earth sciences. I hope to present 
personal stories of travel experiences and  
items gleaned from the internet and science 
news that you might have missed. I will still 
seek out cartoons and amusing bits as well 
as informative and educational items from 
the world of our intriguing hobby and occu-
pation. Our meeting minute highlights will 
still be placed for your convenience.

Look forward to reading about the travel 
adventures of Tom and Lisa. Our esteemed 
prez, Andrew is sure to submit some infor-
mative pieces and I will personally glean the 
internet for interesting world-wide articles. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have 
an article you find intriguing, or if you have 
a personal rock-hunting story you wish to 
share.

This is your forum for what you want. I 
am always looking for suggestions, work-
shop tips and input from club members and 
readers. Don’t be shy. There’s a whole world 
out there!

ScienceDaily (May 25, 2008) — As Indiana 
Jones races against time to find an ancient 
crystal skull in his new movie adventure, he 
should perhaps take a moment to check its 
authenticity.

New research suggests that two well-known 
crystal skulls, in the British Museum and the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC, did 
not, after all, come from ancient Mexico. Aca-
demics now believe the British skull was made 
in 19th century Europe and the American one 
even more recently.

The British Museum bought its skull, a life-
size carving from a single block of rock crystal 
from Tiffany and Company, New York in 1897. 
Its origins were unknown but there were sug-
gestions it was of ancient Mexican origin. Hu-
man skulls worn as ornaments and displayed 
on racks were known to have featured in 
Aztec art. The skull attracted a lot of public at-
tention and speculation it was once thought to 
have healing powers. Crystal skulls have since 
featured in many books, articles and films, 
most recently in the new Steven Spielberg 
movie Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull.

However, there have been doubts about 
the authenticity of the skull since the 1930s. 
Now an international team has used the latest 
scientific techniques to examine the British 
Museum skull and a larger white quartz skull 
donated to the Smithsonian Institution in 
1992. Electron microscope analysis for tool 
marks found both skulls were carved with 

rotary disc-shaped tool -- a technology which 
the Ancient Mexicans did not have. Analysis 
of the quartz in the British Museum skull sug-
gests it was quarried from Brazil or Mada-
gascar -- far outside the Ancient Mexicans’ 
trading links.

The team, made up of experts from Cardiff 
University, the British Museum, the Smithso-
nian and Kingston University, concluded that 
neither skull could have been made in Mexico 
before the time of Columbus. They believe the 
British skull was created in Europe in the 19th 
century, and the Smithsonian’s shortly before 
it was bought in Mexico City in 1960.

Professor Ian Freestone, of Cardiff Univer-
sity’s School of History and Archaeology, said: 
“It is always disappointing when an intrigu-
ing artefact like a crystal skull turns out not 
to be genuine. However, it is important to be 
precise about what is authentic and what is 
fake if we are properly to understand our past. 
Maybe Indiana Jones will have better luck in 
his hunt for a real crystal skull!”

The team’s research has just been published 
online in the Journal of Archaeological Sci-
ence.

Adapted from materials provided by Cardiff 
University.

Cardiff University (2008, May 25). Is Indy 
Chasing A Fake? Two Well-known Crystal 
Skulls Did Not, After All, Come From Ancient 
Mexico. ScienceDaily. Retrieved June 24, 2008, 
from http://www.sciencedaily.com  /releas-
es/2008/05/080523163016.htm

Two well-known crystal skulls, in the British Museum and the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington DC, did not, after all, come from ancient Mexico. (Credit: British Museum)
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The Planet Earth Post is published 4 times per 
year by the Port Moody Rock & Gem Club: 
website: www.portmoodyrockclub.com

President: Andrew Danneffel
Vice President: Warren Edwards
Past President: Drew Rekunyk
Secretary: Chris Laurin
Treasurer: Marlene Flanagan
Membership: Sonja Stubbings
Workshop: Geoff Cameron, Andrew Danneffel,
Shirley & Warren Edwards, Bill McCracken, 
Tom Schlegel , Richard Wile
Newsletter: Rose Kapp
Society Delegates: Gary Richards (Sr.),
Drew/Diane Rekunyk (Int.), Lisa Elser(Jr.)

General Meetings: Last Thursday of each month
(except July, Aug, Dec), 7:30 PM, Arts Centre or 
Kyle Centre, St. Johns St., Port Moody.
Next Meetings: 
Feb. 28, 7:00, Kyle Centre
Mar. 27, 7:30, Arts Centre

Workshop Schedule September to June. Please 
check with the Kyle Centre for other months.
Monday:       Lapidary   8:30 am - 12 noon
Tuesday:       Lapidary   7:00 pm - 9:45 pm
Wednesday: Faceting    7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Thursday:     Lapidary   8:30 am - 12 noon
For faceting, contact Bill McCracken: 604-469-1726

For Field Trips, Rock Shows and special events 
in British Columbia, please check the BC Society 
website: www.lapidary.bc.ca

Meeting Highlights - Wed., May 28, ‘08
Announcements/Updates
• June social will be on the 19th. Show and tell. 
Bring the stone you think you might like to put 
in the annual show theme case. Also a stone 
you’ve worked on recently.
• As mentioned, there is talk of construction 
of an art precinct on the Kyle Centre property. 
Discussions (round table) starting. Will keep 
membership updated on news.
• Tuesday night workshops finishing for month 
of August.
• Membership: New contact info on website.
• Newsletters: Newsletters will now be sent out 
quarterly in January (winter), April (spring), July 
summer), and before the annual show (fall).
Workshop
• Replaced bearing in 10-inch slab saw, cleaned 
and changed oil and in big saw in back room.
• 50,000 grit belt set up. Use with caution after 
speaking to supervisor.
• Tom nominated for full supervisor,  accepted.
• Richard also nominated for full supervisor and 
accepted. Diane Auld will be an assistant super-
visor on Tuesday nights.
Annual Show
• 11 people confirmed for tables
• 3 confirmed to demo.
• 13 door prizes for each day.
• For showcase talk to Andrew or Shirley.
• Dealers must help with 2 show items.
• Cab contest is freeform design. Everyone 
please do one.
• Kitchen menu will be reduced this year as 
sandwiches entailed much extra work but not 
much extra income.
• Start thinking of a rock to put in the display, 
maybe photo. Something memorable for you.
New business
• Donnamae had sale at her house. 3 rocks at $2/
lb. Andrew and Christine bought 48 lbs. of rose 
quartz, ocean picture rock, and picture jasper. 
• Children under 12 using the workshop must be 
under the direct supervision of an adult family
member. Motioned and seconded. Passed.

Heads up people! October may be months 
away, but our annual show will be here 
before you know it. It takes planning to put 
on a great show so I’m asking you to get you 
minds in motion, find that special stone and 
do a bit of remembering as to why that gem 
or mineral means something to you.

Yes, I’m talking about the theme of our 
2008 Show, “Rock My World”. We will be 
presenting 2 showcases on the theme of your 
personal stories about rocks. Perhaps it in-
volves a rockhunting expedition where crazy 
things happened, or a humourous event at a 

rock show. Did you lose a fabulous specimen 
only to find it years later? Maybe somebody 
you admired gave you a carving that brings 
fond memories. Maybe a piece you worked 
on broke but you re-fashioned it into some-
thing even more wonderful. A cabochon that 
you worked hours on that you are proud of? 
A fantastic fossil? A crazy concretion? A rare 
rock? A sentimental stone? It could be any-
thing of interest, but the piece can’t talk for 
itself, you have to write it out so I can display 
it in October.

My plan for the display includes a world 
map on the back wall of the display and a 
string line from your specimen to the place 
of origin (or near-abouts). Your rock, photo 
and story will be placed together and since 
we will have 2 showcases, there will be no 

crowding. Of course, I would like most of the 
items as soon as possible so that I can pre-ar-
range the display to make it as striking as it 
can be. It also makes set-up on the day that 
much faster. I hope to use these displays for 
the big society show in April 2009.

Please email me (roszay@shaw.ca) or hand 
me the story. Then be prepared to hand over 
the special rock(s) and maybe even a photo 
to include in the showcase. I will take good 
care of your items. If you have any questions, 
please contact me. 

This is a unique idea for our show and will 
show the public the people behind the craft 
and the passion we have for rockhunting and 
the lapidary arts. Let’s wow the spectators 
again!

Rose Kapp

Port Moody Club News
Notes from the Show Chair

The show is coming up sooner than you 
realize. And to make it successful, we should be 
organized well ahead of time. So get ready to roll 
up those sleeves. Remember, many hands make 
light work and while we might not whistle while 
we work, last year there was plenty of laughing!

In case you have forgotten, here is a list of 
items regarding tables for the show for members:

Tables are $6/lineal foot and must be paid for 
before Oct. 1st. Phone Shirley: 604-931-6986.

You cannot sublet table space. Items other 
than the member’s own are to be approved by 
show committee.

Table covers and skirts are provided by the 
club and meet fire code regulations. If you have 
your own materials, they must be approved.

To prevent blocking of adjoining tables, dis-
play racks have restrictions. Check with Shirley 
for details.

Every table participant will donate a prize to 
the members’ draw.

Members wanting tables must assist with two 
volunteer items. This should be arranged before 
the show. Check with the show committee for list. 

If the above criteria is not met, person want-
ing member dealer table will be subject to paying 
commercial dealer rate of $10 per lineal foot and 
have their table space for future annual shows 
made available to those on the waiting list. Yeah, 
we’re strict but fair.

More Notes:
• Looking to display your collection in a case? 
contact Andrew at 604-942-3009
• We need volunteers for all kinds of positions
• Prize workshop for the spin and win will prob-
ably be held in September. Stay tuned.
• Cab contest is free form and would like all 
members to participate.
• The club is always looking for new ideas to 
improve the show.  Let us know if you have any 
suggestions.
• Slab sale is almost ready for members.  Sale to 
be held in workshop. Date, to be announced.

show chair, Shirley Edwards
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Stephanie Oforka, Miss Nigeria 
2008, 20, wants to be a geologist. 

(June 17, 2008)
Miss Universe L.P., LLLP

Geology,
a Glamourous Profession

www.nearingzero.net

Tips & Advice
• Geode Polishing: When you grind down geodes before the polish-

ing stage, protect the crystals by placing a coat or 2 of shortening on 
the crystals. It will come off with soap and hot water after completion. 
Another version of protection is to pack the geode with damp Ivory 
Soap Flakes. The grit or polishing agent washes right out and the re-
maining soap will soak away in warm water.

• Geode & Nodule Sawing: When sawing geodes or agate-filled 
nodules, first look for the largest dome on the specimen. This dome 
was at the top when the specimen was forming. Saw through the largest 
dome and it is likely that you will expose the best “picture” or surface. 
If the piece is elongated or egg-shaped, saw length-wise in order to 
obtain the best exposure. (from Fossil Trails, 1992)

• Metal Worker’s Tincture: When a saturated solution of boric acid 
is dissolved in alcohol, it can be used to protect either silver or gold 
when soldering. Dip or paint the article in this tincture, burn off the 
alcohol with a torch, and then solder. Dip in usual pickling solution and 
little or no fire scale will develop. (from Northwest Newsletter, 1992)

• Sanding Discs: Instead of throwing away your used sanding discs, 
try this: mix in a small container: 1/4 tsp of grit, pour on top 1/2 tsp 
water glass (glue) mixed with 1/4 to 1/2 tsp water. Mix and apply to 
used sanding discs and let dry for 2 hours. You will have discs as good 
as new. (from Northwest Newsletter, 1992)

• Chrysocolla: To bring out the colour in Chrysocolla, put it in full 
strength Purex bleach for as long as it takes. This really brightens the 
blues and greens. This works with any copper material. REMEMBER: 
bleach with acid releases poisonous gas. Work in good ventilation. 
(from Pegmatite, San Diego, 1992)

• Repolish Cabs: Cabochons that have become dull by wear can be 
repolished without removing them from the mounting. Cut 1/4” diam-
eter soft leather discs and put three of them on a Dremel or Foredom 
screw-type mandrel. Use this tool with Linde A or diamond paste and 
you can work carefully close to the bezel and around the prongs. (from 
Pegmatite, San Diego, 1992)

• Moonstone: Moonstone will cleave. Be sure to grind it on a 
smooth wheel. It polishes nicely on felt with cerium oxide.

• Tiger Eye: It is good practice to always grind, sand and polish tiger 
eye in the direction of the fibers to eliminate undercutting and damag-
ing the fibers at the surface, which will prevent a perfect polish.



by Deborak Yonick, ICA, www.gemstone.org
(Note: article shortened to fit space.)

   
Trends trackers attending the annual 

gem and jewelry shows in Tucson, Arizona, 
February, saw red as the top color generat-
ing the greatest attention. But it wasn’t ruby 
that garnered the most excitement, rather a 
gemstone often mistaken for ruby — spinels.

Unknown until the 1800s, spinel was often 
confused with other gemstones. Almost all 

large red gems in history are spinel includ-
ing many famous rubies found in the crown 
jewels of the world.

 In Tucson, the market was abuzz over 
spinel and news of a massive cluster of it 
discovered last summer in Tanzania. Nicely 
formed crystals, topping off at 275,000 
carats, were retrieved. The material is highly 
saturated in red hues that go to a shade of 
pink, with some an orangey pink.

 Next to spinel, garnet in all its color 
varieties also charmed buyers in Tucson. One 
particular interest has been bright orange 
mandarin garnet from Nigeria. 

Ruby maintains strong consumer recogni-
tion. Uncertainties about new gem treatments 
and a pending U.S. embargo on goods from 
Burma—a favorite and major  source of  ruby, 
in response to human rights issues—has some 
searching for simple options.

Several gem houses are promoting initia-
tives ranging from natural, untreated ruby 
from Madagascar to natural corundum of 
various colors produced under “Fair trade” 

proto-
col in 
Ma-
lawi, 

Southern Africa.
Also hailed a Tucson show-stopper was 

copper-bearing tourmaline from Mozambique. 
Buyers were gravitating toward non-heated 
goods in colors like soft blue that resembled 
Sri Lankan sapphire, lavender, bright green, 
and pink. However, traditional heat treated 
goods in a paraiba-like color also was popular.

Other dealers noted strong sales for emer-
ald, aquamarine, pastel pink sapphire, pink 
spinel, moonstone, labradorite, and deep blue 
chalcedony from Namibia. 

 Undoubtedly, the biggest trend in Tucson 
was for unique and unusual material. Items 
included were German hauyns in a sapphire 
blue color and above-average size, Russian 
demantoids from the Ural Mountains, and a 
75-carat bi-colored Brazilian Imperial topaz 
in an orange-red.

A gem manufacturer from Brazil promotes 
innovations in gem cutting to answer the 
never-ending call for “something new and 
different”. Among the many fresh faceted 
manipulations he offers is his very graphic 
gem Puzzles. Using a variety of quartz mate-
rial, Coutinho applies a special resin to bond 
puzzle piece shapes together.

 Other faceting techniques attracting buyer 
attention include classic shapes with a “twist” 
like square, pear and oval into more organic 
concave or convex forms or rough and faceted 
cuts combined in one stone. 

Trends revealed in Tucson provide a range 
of choices to accessorize the latest fashions 
for 2008, including big quartz in rock crystal, 
smoky and rutilated types. Sapphire, aquama-
rine, tourmaline, topaz, turquoise, amethyst, 
and garnet varieties answer the call for ac-
cessories in popular blue, green and purple 
shades. Yellow and rose gold settings are 
especially favored in gem-set jewels. And de-
signs with special meaning to the wearer are 
key, with gems the best conduit to conveying 
a multitude of messages.

By Andrea Thompson, Senior Writer
posted: 13 June 2008 10:47 am ET, Buzz up!   

 A prospecting geologist stumbled upon 
a ragtag bunch of bones in the northern 
part of British Columbia, more than three 
decades ago. A new study suggests these 
fossils could represent a new species of 
dinosaur.

 But beyond that, the dinosaur’s identity 
is a mystery — sort of a Dino Doe.

 The small collection of bones includes 
seven shin, arm and toe bones, as well as 
a possible skull fragment. Based on the 
shapes and sizes of the bones, paleontolo-
gists think they could have belonged to a 
type of small- to medium-sized dinosaur, 
possibly a pachycephalosaur or ornithopod.

 The specimen is referred to as the Sustut 
dinosaur, because it was found in the Sustut 
Basin in north-central British Columbia, 
Canada.

 Kenny Larsen found the bones in 1971 
while prospecting for thorium, a radioactive 
element. During his fieldwork, his instru-
ments registered above-background levels 
of radiation, which turned out to be emitted 
by the bones. Larsen collected the loose 
bones from the rubble and held onto them 
until donating them to Dalhousie University 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 2004.

 The bones were studied by then-under-
graduate student Victoria Arbour who soon 
realized the remains were a rare find: They 
are well-preserved and are the most com-
plete dinosaur specimen found in British 
Columbia to date.

 Larsen’s original field notes were lost, so 
paleontologists don’t know the exact loca-
tion where the bones were found, making 
them harder to date. Based on properties of 
the rock attached to some of the fragments, 
Arbour and her colleagues think the speci-
men may date to about 70 million years ago 
in the Upper Cretaceous Period.

 The bone fragments resemble those from 
a small two-legged, plant-eating dinosaur, 
Arbour found. Certain bones are similar 
to those from pachycephalosaurs, which 
ran on two legs and sported thick, dome-
shaped skulls, while others are similar to 
ornithopods, bipedal grazers with horny 
beaks. 

 “There are similarities with two other 
kinds of dinosaurs although there’s also an 
arm bone we’ve never seen before,” Arbour 
said. “The Sustut dinosaur may be a new 
species, but we won’t know for sure until 
more fossils can be found.”

 The bone fragments could possibly be 
from more than one individual, or even 
more than one type of dinosaur, the study 
notes.

 Arbour’s findings are detailed in the 
most recent issue of the Canadian Journal 
of Earth Sciences. Her research was funded 
by the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada and Alberta 
Ingenuity.

 The fossils are currently in the collection 
of the Royal British Columbia Museum in 
Victoria, British Columbia.

www.livescience.ca

New Canadian Dinosaur Largely Mysterious

Tucson Gem Show ‘08
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