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Hi and bye everyone. This is my last 
issue of The Planet Earth Post. I’ve been 
editor for about 15 years in the various 
forms the club newsletter has taken. No one 
has decided to take this newsletter on. 
I must be a tough act to follow. 

That’s okay. There are many ways to get 
updates about the earth sciences, lapidary 
information and club news. The internet is a 

wonderful thing. Club news is available on 
the club website (www.portmoodyrockclub.
com) and email notifications are sent to 
members. And don’t forget the Lapidary 
Society website: lapidary.bc.ca

As for me, now that I’ve taken on  
co-presidency with Lisa, I’ll still be around 
keeping busy. Cheers!

Edit Simon has harboured a passion for 
gems and jewelry design for most of her 
life. Born and raised in Hungary, she spent 
a lot of time adding to her ever-growing 
collection of gemstones and jewelry, and 
had hoped to make it a vocation of hers. 
She began cutting gems as a hobby and 
upon moving to Canada, she began her 
schooling at the Gemological Institute of 
America (G.I.A) to acquire her Accredited 
Jewelry Professional Certificate.

She continued her studies at GIA and 
receieved her Graduate Diamond Degree in 
2010, followed by a Graduate Gemologist 
Degree in the fall of 2011. She works part 
time as a gemologist and diamond grader 
at the Canadian Gemological laboratories 
(CGL) to further her knowledge with in 
depth experience. She has affiliations with 
the GIA Alumni Association, the American 
Opal Society, United States Faceters Guild, 
the Woman’s Jewelry Association (WJA) 
and the British Columbia Lapidary Society.

Edit draws inspiration from her 
surroundings to influence her artwork; 
combinging nature, her talent and a creative 
imagination to perfect her craft. She is a 
lapidary artist who custom cuts and polishes 
gemstones and has a great inclination and 
adoration for creating her own jewelry 
designs and integrating them with her own 
custom gemstones to create timeless and 
unique pieces of wearable art.

Her passion for creative design results in 
unique and appealing classic pieces catered 
to the individual taste of her clients.

Editor’s note: Port Moody Rock & 
Gem Club member, Edit Simon, has been 
chosen as a winner of a presigious award 
for jewellry design. The club is proud of 
her and her achievement. Way to go Edit!  
Here’s her announcement and story: 

I am very pleased to announce that I 
was picked as the winner of the Johnson 
Matthey New York – Sustainable Design 
Awards 2012 – Palladium Expression. I 
am very grateful to the people at JMNY 
for choosing myself as one of the winning 
designers for the ring you see above which 
is called “Petals”. There were two winners 
chosen for both the Palladium Expression 
and the Platinum Love categories, and 
we received our awards last week in New 
York, where our designs were showcased 
at a celebratory gala event at the Kittichai 
restaurant in Soho. 

The ring is designed from palladium, 
adorned with 210 diamonds set around the 
edges, with a total of 1.25 Carats, topped 
off with a beautiful Chrome Tourmaline.  

The piece was a product of a creative 
vision led by nature’s own intricate designs 
and I worked to showcase its complex 
yet simplistic beauty in a piece of jewelry 
which will give pleasure to its owner.

I am also pleased to announce that I was 
the only non-American participant who 
was picked as a winner, and thus was proud 
to represent Canada in the competition. 
Winning the award was a wonderful 
opportunity for me first of all to gain wider 
recognition as a designer, as well as having 
my piece showcased at several various 
events throughout the year. There will also 
be a follow up of the competition and the 
chosen pieces in Palladium Times and The 
MJSA Journal in April of 2012.

I would like to thank JMNY and everyone 
who has collaborated with and assisted me 
in this project which has been a wonderful 
experience from beginning to end. If you 
have any further questions please feel free 
to contact me.

Best regards, Edit Simon

Rose Kapp, editor

Planet Earth Post’s Last Issue

More About Edit Simon

Two views of the prize-winning ring, “Petals”, created by Edit Simon. Palladium metal, 
diamonds and chrome tourmaline.

Club Member Wins International Award
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The Planet Earth Post is published 4 times per 
year by the Port Moody Rock & Gem Club.

Co-President: Lisa Elser
Co-President: Rose Kapp
Secretary: Sonja Stubbings
Treasurer: Marlene Flanagan
Membership: Sonja Stubbings
Workshop: Geoff Cameron, Bo Pacholok, Tom 
Schlegel , Richard Wile
Newsletter: vacant
Society Delegates: Gary Richards (Sr.),
Lisa Elser (Int.), Ken Ayres (Jr.)

Workshop year round but are subject to change.
Monday:  9:00 am - 12 noon
Tuesday night: 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Thursday:  9:00 am - 12 noon
Friday night (temp): 7:00 pm - 9:45 pm

General Meetings are held in the Arts Centre on 
St. Johns St., Port Moody, at 7 PM. (Sept-June)

For Field Trips, Rock Shows and special events 
in British Columbia, please check the BC Society 
website: www.lapidary.bc.ca

2011-12 Club Membership
Membership fees for the term of Sept. 1, 

2011 - Aug. 30, 2012 are due in September.  
Single membership is $25. Family 
memberships are $45 (for an immediate family 
of up to two adults).  For family memberships 
including more than two adults, additional 
adults will need to pay the $25 individual rate.

Please Note: Memberships must be in 
by November 1st, 2011 for individuals to 
have the right to use the workshop. This 
applies to returning members. Please 
check with Membership or Executive.

Memberships for new applicants are 
accepted throughout the year.

Membership fees can be submitted at our 
next general meeting, workshop or mailed to 
the club at: Port Moody Rock & Gem Club, c/o 
Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle St., Port Moody, BC, 
V3H 2N6

Interesting Links
• www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/
earth_science - The latest research news.
• geology.com - News & info about geology.
• www.the-vug.com - Web portal to the inter-
net for people interested in minerals, fossils, 
gemstones, jewelry and related mineralogical 
objects and information including links to 
dealers and museums.
• www,gmfc.ca - Gem & Mineral Federation 
of Canada.
• www.mineralminers.com - Your internet 
link direct to the mines.
• www.minerals.net - Information guide to 
rocks, minerals, gemstones and jewelry.

www.portmoodyrockclub.com
SmileTime

Great Geology T-shirt ideas
- What a lode off my mind
- Holy Schist, Batman...We made it!
- What a lode of fuschite
- We Dig Mother Earth
- Geologists make the bed rock
- I am a down to “earth” person

Sangeeta Ghosh Dastidar / Mar 21 2012
If diamonds are forever, then Shawish’s 

150-carat diamond masterpiece is vowed 
to last an eternity. Geneva-based Swiss 
jeweler, Shawish unveiled its $70 million 
‘dream’ diamond ring at Baselworld, setting 
the ultimate benchmark in diamond jewelry 
concept. The ring has been chiseled out 
from one single faceted diamond.

Mohamed Shawesh President and CEO, 
Shawish Jewelry said that creating a ring 
made entirely from a faceted stone is the 
ultimate artistic challenge. The artistry 
in creating this masterpiece was based 
on using lasers to cut through one single 
diamond stone which formed the crown of 
the ring structure. Further, the same stone 
was chiseled uniformly to form the outer 
circle that actually goes around the finger 
creating the ring in its entirety!

For more information, photos and video, 
check: www.bornrich.com and www.shawish-
jewellery.com

150-Carat Diamond Ring

Editor: Thanks to Bo for the story lead

“EUREKA!”
I FOUND:

- GOLD
- OPAL
- AGATE

- CRYSTALS
- A LOONIE

- MY GLASSES
- MY KEYS



RENDEZVOUS 2012 
Clearwater, BC, May 18-21

SUMMER CAMP
Creston, BC, August 5-11

Hosted By: Raft River Rockhounds

Location: North Thompson Sportsplex, 428 
Murtle Crescent, Clearwater BC

Members wishing to register for Rendezvous 
must present a current Society or Club mem-
bership card.  If you do not have a member-
ship card, you may join the Clearwater club 
before you register.
Please bring one usable rock to Rendezvous 
to donate for future auctions.
No camping is allowed at the Sportsplex. 
This is prohibited from the District of Clear-
water.
The Raft River Rockhounds have made 
arrangements with the Clearwater Valley 
Resort and KOA for affordable camping.
Make your Camping or Accommodation 
reservations early, as Clearwater is a tourist 
based community and it may be difficult to 
secure reservations at a later date.

For updated information, check with:
http://lapidary.bc.ca/rendez.html

Hosted By: Creston Valley Prospectors & 
Lapidary Club

Location: Mountain Park Resort Camp-
ground and RV Park, 4020 Highway 3E
Erickson, BC V0B 1G0
1 (250) 428-2954
1-877-428-2954
mt-park@hotmail.com
www.mountainprk.com

The Creston Valley Prospectors & Lapidary 
Club recommends booking early and staying 
at the Mountain Park Resort Campground 
(“MPRC”) and RV Park. This will be the 
meeting location of Summer Camp.
MPRC has a short path to a gold panning site 
on the Goat River. MPRC will give a small 
discount for the BCLS members. MPRC 
are always fully booked for the August long 
weekend but if members book early MPRC 
will reserve sites.

For more information on Summer Camp 
contact: Gerry Rehwald of the Creston Valley 
Prospectors & Lapidary Club
Ph: 250-428-0236 
Email: rehwaldg@telus.net
For updated information, check with:
http://lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html

Bench Tips from Brad Smith
Brad Smith, a jewelry instructor from 

Santa Monica, California, has been nice 
enough to contact rock clubs to donate tips to 
newsletters

DRILLING  SMALL  ITEMS - Small 
pieces need to be held securely while drilling 
or burring to prevent them from spinning if 
the drill catches. A quick solution is to hold 
the workpiece with a pair of pliers or your 
ring clamp.  Another alternative is to clamp 
your piece to the bench pin or a thin board.  
If using pliers, you can avoid scratches by 
putting a little tape over the jaws.

DRILLING  A  STONE - One of the 
things my students often ask to do is drill a 
hole through a piece of gemstone.  The usual 
thought is to get a diamond drill, but I’ve 
found these often break or burn up. The rea-
son I think is that the drill pivots on the piece 
of diamond on the drill tip.  By pivoting the 
diamond does not cut.  When it doesn’t cut, 
you tend to add more force, and the drill is 
damaged by excess heat.

A much better approach is to use a core 
drill.  This is a small hollow tube with a 
coating of diamond grit at the business end.  
The diamonds easily carve out a circular arc 
without undue pressure or heat buildup.

Core drills are readily available from 
lapidary and jewelry supply companies.  
They come in sizes as small as 1mm and are 
reasonable in price, for instance $6 for 2mm 
diameter.

Chuck up the core drill in a drill press or 
a Foredom and be sure to keep the drilling 
zone wet to cool the tool and to flush out 
debris.  Also, if you’re drilling a through 
hole, go very easy on the pressure as the drill 
is about to break through. Otherwise you will 
usually chip off some of the stone surface 
around the hole.

More BenchTips by Brad Smith are 
at:groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips or 
facebook.com/BenchTips
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Field Trip: Buchia, Belemnites
West side of Harrison Lake (permission 

given for this group to go on claim)
Leader: Gord Pinder, ph: (604) 556-6489
Date & Time: Sat, April 21 @ 9:00 a.m.

Meeting Place: Sasquatch Inn 
Tools: Rock hammer, goggles, tissue, 

newspaper boxes to protect fossils
Material: Buchia (clam shell fossils), 

belemnites
ALWAYS CALL THE TRIP LEADER 

THE DAY BEFORE TO ENSURE THE 
TRIP IS GOING, AND THAT THERE 
HAVE BEEN NO OTHER CHANGES

For all of the above trips, all club mem-
bers are welcome, including our rock-

hound friends from the US! For updated 
information, please visit the Lapidary 

Society of BC
Washington State Mineral Council offers 
some great trips, just across the border: 

Washington State Mineral Council

COURTENAY ROCK & GEM SHOW 
May 5: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
May 6: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Wonders of Quartz. 
Courtenay Legion Hall - upstairs 

367 Cliff Ave, Courtenay, BC 
Contact: Russell Ball, 250-703-

0100, or E mail 
Admission at the door is $2. Chil-
dren under 12 accompanied by an 

adult get free admission.
Hourly draw prizes, Kids Craft 
Table, dealer tables, demonstra-

tors, and a fabulous menu selection 
in our kitchen. Dealer tables are 
available, and demonstrators are 

welcomed!

GEM, MINERAL & FOSSIL SHOW 
May 5 & 6

Calgary Rock and Lapidary Club 
West Hillhurst Arena, 1940-9 Av-

enue NW, Calgary, AB 
Contact: Bob Hightower, 403-254-

2721, or E mail

Please check the society web site for
updates, detail information, more shows 

and field trips: www.lapidary.bc.ca

Upcoming Shows/Fieldtrips




