
Long time club member, Cecil E. Smith 
continues to construct solid vehicles. This 
lumber truck is just one of the amazing 
stone creations he has built over the years. 
Look for his wonderful display at our an-
nual show this October.

This massive silver pendant (over 7” 
long) was created by Geoff Cameron using 
a casting method taught by Ken Ayres. The 
darn thing weighs quite a bit.

Two pendants beautifully wrapped by 
Sonia Eagle, displayed at the PoMo Arts 
Centre during the month of June.
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Jewelry Design Class Results
Lisete Teaches New Techniques

Simple, clean and strong. The concept 
is straight forward. The actual work was 
tricky. But Lisete was patient teaching eve-
ning courses in creative jewelry design to a 
small number of willing students during the 
month of May. 

Hard work paid off as wire and stone 
became wearable sculptures.

Lisete shows proper technique in working 
the wire so that it keeps its shape.

Emilie busy at work.

Amethyst beads float on wire.

Margaret hammers her shape.

Simple, graceful loops.

Properly bent wire holds
a cabochon securely.
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Creative Ideas From Our 
Members
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The Planet Earth Post is published 4 times per 
year by the Port Moody Rock & Gem Club.

President: Lisa Elser
Vice president: Lisete Cerqueira
Secretary: Edit Simon
Treasurer: Marlene Flanagan
Membership: Sonja Stubbings
Workshop: Geoff Cameron, Bo Pacholok, Tom 
Schlegel , Richard Wile
Newsletter: Rose Kapp
Society Delegates: Gary Richards (Sr.),
Lisa Elser (Int.), Ken Ayres (Jr.)

Workshop Schedule September to June. Please 
check with the Kyle Centre for other months.
Monday:  9:00 am - 12 noon
Thursday:  9:00 am - 12 noon
Friday night (temp): 7:00 pm - 9:45 pm

General Meetings are held in the Arts Centre on 
St. Johns St., Port Moody, at 7 PM. (Sept-June)

For Field Trips, Rock Shows and special events 
in British Columbia, please check the BC Society 
website: www.lapidary.bc.ca

2011-12 Club Membership
Membership fees for the term of Septem-

ber 1, 2011 - August 30, 2012 will be due in 
September.  Single membership is $25. Family 
memberships are $45 (for an immediate family 
of up to two adults).  For family memberships 
including more than two adults, additional 
adults will need to pay the $25 individual rate.

Membership fees can be submitted at our 
next general meeting, workshop or mailed to 
the club at: Port Moody Rock & Gem Club, c/o 
Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle St., Port Moody, BC, 
V3H 2N6

www.portmoodyrockclub.com

The Planet Earth Post is accepting adver-
tising. The quarterly publication of the Port 
Moody Rock and Gem Club contains articles 
about club activities, lapidary news and tips, 
geological and other earth science articles.

Our full colour newsletter is available on-
line through the club website. We have over 
250 people on our contact list. 

Edition and Distribution Dates:
Winter - early January
Spring - late March (Society Show edition)
Summer - early July
Fall - early October (PMRC Show edition)

Contact Rose Kapp (editor) if you wish 
to receive a rate card or to place an ad.            
ph: 604-941-3023  •  email: roszay@shaw.ca

Planet Earth Post Advertising

Smile Time

We have an active club. This means our 
workshops are packed. Information is ex-
changed on techniques and design ideas and 
there’s quite a bit of joking around.  

Unfortunately, our equipment in the 
workshop is getting quite the work-out. The 
wheels are wearing out faster than normal. 
Part of the issue is the heavy use due to so 
many people but also because not all mem-
bers are practicing proper techniques.

We could point fingers and we can lecture 
till we are blue in the face, but the main 
point, its going to cost us all more money to 
replace many of the wheels and to maintain 
saws. The annual show helps us keep an 
operating budget for the workshop, but with 
the prices of everything going up, it can 

quickly be exhausted.
Its up to all of us to be careful how we 

treat the equipment. If you’re not sure, 
please ask for guidance. Assist your fellow 
members if you think they might need help. 
Its a disappointment to wreck a stone on a 
bad wheel.

If you notice anything wrong with a 
machine, let the shop supervisor know. 
Sometimes we blindly just switch on a 
machine without checking the condition of 
the wheels, me included. 

We all need to take responsibility for the 
workshop so that it runs well and for the 
long run. Be creative, but be careful.

Thanks.  
Rose Kapp, editor

Editor’s Notes



Club News

It’s taking some time, but pricing is hap-
pening on material from Rose Kapp’s dad’s 
hoard. A selection of the donated rock will 
be available for club members at reasonable 
prices during the Summer BBQ, August 
13th.  Announcements will be made closer 
to the event and emails sent out. (Material 
will also be available at the annual show in 
October.)

Included will be Montana agate, tigers 
eye, ocean picture rock, jade, fossils, vari-
ous jaspers including picture varieties, red 
agates, plumes and lace agates, Brazilian, 
obsidians, petrified wood and more.

Much of the material is old stock from 
30 to 60 years ago so there will be some 
wonderful stuff. 

Slab & Rough Sale for
Club Members

Workshop Issues
We have learned that we’re having 

problems with wheels being damaged in the 
workshop.  Big gouges appeared in our 600, 
280 and 1200 wheels, all of which were 
relatively new.

This isn’t normal wear and tear.  We 
budget for that and have spares in stock.  
This is damage from accidents or improper 
use.  The workshop team has replaced the 
damaged wheels, is ordering replacements 
so we have spares in stock again.

The wheels we use cost between $175 
and $225 each.  Things happen, but it’s 
important to be careful when using the 
equipment.  

In particular, watch out for:
- sharp edges
- corners
- too much pressure
- stones breaking
can all damage wheels, especially the 

Nova wheels.
Lots of people are working with unusual 

shapes and becoming more experimental, 
which is fantastic!  If you’ve got questions 
about the safest way to work a particular 
cab, ask one of the supervisors.  

If a stone breaks, please stop the machine, 
and take a look at the wheel.  Report any 
damage to the supervisor.

We appreciate your help and support in 
keeping the workshop in good shape.
Lisa Elser for the Executive Team

The Kyle Centre as of late May 2011 is 
now closed Tuesday evenings, which means 
we are unable to have the workshop open 
those nights.

The Centre IS open on Fridays.  We have 
a few supervisors who have agreed to run 
the workshop for Fridays. As of this writ-
ing, the Kyle staff have okayed the Fridays 
until the end of July. We will have to see 
about August. Come September, we will 
change back to our regular Tuesday night 
openings.

Workshop Hours

Annual Show News
The Port Moody Rock and Gem Show for 

the end of October is in its planning stages. 
Vendor requests have gone out and tables 
are starting to fill. Please contact Rose Kapp 
if you are interested. 

The theme of the show is “Rocktoberfest, 
a celebration of everything mineral”, so 
it’s quite open-ended. One of the cases will 
be “Go Big or Go Home” and will contain 
larger sized jewellery designs created by 
our members. If you have a massive piece 
you would like to display, contact Rose.

- The display room will be handled by 
Andrew. If you wish to have a display case 
or to share, let him know. 

There are some changes from last year 
including:

- Down scaling the children’s activities. 
The popular ones will still be there such as 
Spin & Win and Grab Bags.

- The Kid’s Room will have space for 
demonstrations. The added advantage is 
that there is running water in the room and 
its a quieter space to ask questions.

- Moving the demos means there is more 
room in the main area for dealers. 

- The Members Boutique will be moved 
to the Lounge Room. Lynne is organizing 
the space and has been busy with creating 
better displays for all of us. Membership 
Sign-Up will be at the Boutique.

- We hope to adjust the table layout to al-
low more room for the dealers behind their 
tables for less crowding.

- We are starting to look for members 
to help with the volunteering in different 
areas. Sign-up sheets will become available 
soon. Set-up, take-down, kitchen, front door 
and other areas will need help.

The show helps fund our workshop, so 
everyone wins when they help make the 
show a success.

Rose Kapp, show chair (roszay@shaw.ca)
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Tom and I spoke at the Calgary show 
and had a wonderful time.  I also spoke at 
a special meeting of the Calgary Faceters 
Guild the Friday before the show.  Here’s 
some shots of us doing our thing :-)   The 
outdoor shot is us with Darek Nowiecki 
of the Faceters Guild in front of the sign 
advertising our talks.  

Tom and Lisa Do Calgary

Lisa Elser

It was this big!

No, it was
bigger...



RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL CLUB
Sept. 17 & 18, 2011

51st Annual Gem Show featuring
“Jazzy Jaspers”

Sat.10am-5pm, Sun.10am-4:30pm
Richmond Cultural Ctr, 7700 Minoru Gate, 
Richmond. Contact: Livia Waterson, 604-
590-3289, or E mail: rgmc@hotmail.ca

 Fraser Valley Rock & Gem Club Annual 
Show - September 24 & 25, 2011
Saturday & Sunday 10am – 5pm,

Old Age Pensioners Hall, 3015 273 St, 
Aldergrove. For more information contact: 

Karen Archibald, 604-532-8734

BC Society and other Clubs’ News

Win Robertson - Rockhound 
Icon Passes Away

- Summer Camp 2011 - Texada Island, 
Aug. 1 - 6, 2011
Phone: 604-486-7838 Cell 604-414-3613, 
E mail: texadarvpark@gmail.com
2610 Gillies Bay Road, PO Box 171, Van 
Anda, BC, V0N 3K0
Texada Island, BC’s largest Gulf island at 
50 km (30 mi.) long with only 1100 full 
time residents makes Texada a pristine 
and delightful choice for the adventurous 
traveller

- Harrison Garnets - Sept 18, 2011
Leader: Cam Bacon, 604-854-1711
Date/Time: Sept, 18, 10:00 a.m. Meet-
ing Place: Happy Prospector, on Harrison 
Lake Road. Material: Garnets in mica 
schist. Extra Info: gas up, bring hammer, 
chisels, sledge

Please check the society web site for updates, detail information and more shows and field trips: www.lapidary.bc.ca

I have the following pieces of used equip-
ment for sale that may be of interest to mem-
bers of your club and it will be appreciated if 
you will give the information to them at the 
next meeting of your club.

Lortone 15” vibrating flat lap: 
- base with easy to level adjustable feet 
- holding tray with Dayton electric motor 

model 3M055 1/15 h.p. 1500 rpm 
- 1 heavy duty aluminium grinding tray 

Items for Sale via
Surrey Rockhounder Newsletter

- 1 heavy duty aluminium polishing tray. 
Price: $350.00

Heavy duty cast aluminium arbor 
with 3 step pulley & belt: 

- cast aluminium hood with water connec-
tion tap to house grinding wheel (6” diam-
eter x 2” wide) 

- aluminium sanding/polishing wheel (8” 
diameter x 3” wide) 

- aluminium sanding/polishing disc (8”) 
- wood sanding/polishing disc (8”)
Price: $300.00

Electric motors: 
- 2 General Electric 1/3 hp
- 1 General Electric 1/4 hp 
- 1 Hobart Corporation 1/2 hp 
- 1 Emerson Electric 1/4 hp 
Price :$35.00 each

Used rock picks: 
- 2 pointed tip picks Price: $10.00 each

Also a variety of rock slabs suitable for 
cab making and several pieces of rough 
material:

SLABS: obsidian, jasper, mutton fat (Fra-
ser River), rhodonite, purple jade, porphrey, 
leopard skin jasper (Madagascar), crazy 
lace agate, petrified wood, lazurite (lapis), 
turquoise, sodalite, dinosaur bone

ROUGH: obsidian, rhodonite, nephrite 
jade (Fraser River), soapstone, agate nod-
ules, thunderegg.

Contact Norris @ 604 922 1496

Society Field Trips

ALWAYS CALL THE TRIP LEADER THE DAY 
BEFORE TO ENSURE THE TRIP IS GOING, 
AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO OTHER 
CHANGES

Any US rockhounds in good standing with 
their clubs are invited to join our field trips! 
Also, please see what the Washington State 
Mineral Council has for trips, just in case 
something interests you! 

Upcoming Shows
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Win Robertson, long time editor of the 
B.C. Rockhounder, former Surrey Club 
Member, talented silversmith, creator of the 
rockhound calendar, organizer of Rendez-
vous and Summer Camp, B.C. Society 
historian, passed away last weekend.

Win was a feisty, idea sparking mover 
and shaker of new plans. Not only did she 
come up with ideas, she followed them 
through and made them happen for all rock-
hounds. She was a very strong individual 
with a very sharp memory, who loved a 
good laugh and a good story....and she had 
lots of stories to tell.

I remember one year when there was no 
Rendezvous planned and it was cancelled 
for the year. Nothing was happening until 
Win got her hands on the event - then 
POW! With a few phone calls, Win had a 
location, field trip plans, meals and silent 
auction. The plans were done, and the event 
came off with a good time had by all attend-
ing rockhounds.

Win, who would liked to be remembered 
for her intelligence, planning and organiza-
tion, will be very sadly missed by many of 
us who were her friends.

by De Morgan via Surrey Rockhounder



Earth Science News From Around The World

As sent by Ken Ayres:
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2011/02/
nyiragongo_crater_journey_to_t.html? 

In June 2010, a team of scientists and in-
trepid explorers stepped onto the shore of the 
lava lake boiling in the depths of Nyiragongo 
Crater, in the heart of the Great Lakes region 
of Africa. The team had dreamed of this: 
walking on the shores of the world’s larg-
est lava lake. Members of the team had been 
dazzled since childhood by the images of the 
1960 documentary “The Devil’s Blast” by 
Haroun Tazieff, who was the first to reveal to 
the public the glowing red breakers crashing 
at the bottom of Nyiragongo crater. Photog-
rapher Olivier Grunewald was within a meter 
of the lake itself, giving us a unique glimpse 
of its molten matter. (The Big Picture featured 
Olivier Grunewald’s arresting images of sulfur 
mining in Kawah Ijen volcano in East Java, 
Indonesia, in a December 2010 post.) -- Paula 
Nelson 

Nyiragongo crater: Journey to the 
Center of the World

THE TEN ROCKAMANDMENTS
1 – Thou shalt not touch thy neighbor’s 

minerals unless he places them in your hand.
2 – Thou shalt not test the strength of crys-

tals by pushing, biting or squeezing.
3 – Thou shalt not drop thy neighbor’s fos-

sil, for many do not bounce properly.
4 – Thou shalt not place thy neighbor’s 

specimen in thine own pocket.
5 – Thou shalt not test thy neighbor’s agates 

for hardness by rubbing them together.
6 – Thou shalt not argue the name of that 

mineral too violently, sometimes thou could 
be wrong.

7 – Thou shalt not climb above thy neighbor 
when on a field trip lest thou are willing to 
spend remainder of day digging him out.

8 – Thou shalt protect thine own eyes, 
hands and feet so thou can enjoy many, many 
more field trips.

9 – Thou shalt not encroach upon thy neigh-
bor’s diggings lest his hammer be dropped on 
thy toe.

10 – Thou shalt not complain about or 
denounce thy club officers under penalty of 
being elected one thyself.
(Fr. BURRO EXPRESS via Scribe, as sent by 
Ken Ayres)

Body Temperature of Dinosaurs 
Measured for the First Time

ScienceDaily (June 28, 2011) — Were 
dinosaurs slow and lumbering, or quick and 
agile? It depends largely on whether they were 
cold- or warm-blooded.

When dinosaurs were first discovered in 
the mid-19th century, paleontologists thought 
they were plodding beasts that relied on their 
environment to keep warm, like modern-day 
reptiles.

But research during the last few decades 
suggests that they were faster creatures, re-
quiring warmer, regulated body temperatures.

Researchers, led by Robert Eagle of the 
California Institute of Technology, have 
developed a new way of determining the body 
temperatures of dinosaurs for the first time, 
providing new insights into whether dinosaurs 
were cold- or warm-blooded.

By analyzing the teeth of sauropods, the 
scientists found that these dinosaurs were 
about as warm as most modern mammals. 
They found that Brachiosaurus had a tem-
perature of about 38.2 degrees Celsius (100.8 
degrees Fahrenheit) and Camarasaurus had 

Close-up of a Camarasaurus skull, display-
ing its dentition with large spatulate teeth. 
(Credit: Sauriermuseum Aathal, Switzerland)

one of about 35.7 degrees Celsius (96.3 
degrees Fahrenheit), warmer than modern and 
extinct crocodiles and alligators, but cooler 
than birds.

Story Source: The above story is re-
printed from materials provided by National 
Science Foundation. Complete story at:
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releas-
es/2011/06/110628132557.htm
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More Smile Time




